
Official Event
of the Beijing Olympic Cultural Festival



In the spirit of the 2008 Olympic Games, student artists from around the world will join 
internationally renowned marine life artist Wyland in Beijing from, July 7– 21, 2008, 
for an unprecedented global art project celebrating the world’s waters and the future of 
international cooperation.

 

The epic mural will span over one mile — with canvasses representing United Nations 
and Olympic member countries — and will be a collaboration in every sense of the 
word.  Wyland and the young artists will collaborate to paint the world’s aquatic habitats 
and the animals that live within. From manatees and sea turtles to bald eagles and 
beavers, young artists will paint alongside Wyland to portray the wildlife of their home 
country. The mile long mural will represent the connectedness of the planet’s water and 
the tremendous impact that each of us can have on our waterways and the diversity of 
life they contain. The project will be the culmination of the artist’s thirty-year goal of 
creating one hundred monumental Whaling Walls murals around the world. 

		  	     The Wyland Foundation project,  “Hands Across the Ocean,” 
		    recognizes the power of water to cross all cultural, geographic, and political 
	     boundaries. It is truly the element that connects all mankind —  
			                 and a critical resource to the survival of all life. 

 Celebrating the World’s 

Waters and Uniting 

the World’s Children
– International Eco-Art Project  

   Whaling Wall 100

Aloha, Welcome to Whaling Wall 100, Hands Across the Oceans, an 
international eco-art project inviting children from 205 Olympic countries to 
join me in painting over a mile of aquatic life from each region of the world.  
In celebration of the Green Olympics and the United Nation’s Decade for 
Water - Water for Life, the young artists paint their vision for clean water and 
healthy oceans. The Wyland Foundation and our conservation partners present 
one of the largest and most important art projects in history.  The project was 
launched in Stavanger, Norway at the International Children’s Conference for the 
Environment, where kids joined me in painting ocean and fresh water habitats 
and animals for the IUCN Threatened Species Red List.  Kids from over 100 
countries painted the first two giant canvas murals to begin Hands Across the 
Oceans.  

Joining me are Chinese environmental artist Xikun Yuan, Olympians, Dr. Sylvia 
Earle, Sea World, UNEP and many celebrities and dignitaries throughout the 
world. On July 21, China will paint last with a special Hands Across the Oceans 
ceremony joining all the children and nations of the world and their supporters- 
the idea being that water connects all people and countries of the world.

This event marks the completion my 27-year goal of painting 100 monumental 
murals.  More importantly, Hands Across the Oceans shares my art, knowledge 
and inspiration with children throughout the world.  Our ultimate goal is to inspire 
them to become youth Ambassadors for the Planet.  

Best fishes,

Welcome from Wyland...



Please join us for the official dedication ceremony of Hands Across the Oceans on Monday, July 21!

Painting Schedule

* Schedule is subject to change.

Location – Chaoyang Park, Beijing
July 7-21, 2008 8 am – 5 pm daily

BREAKFAST
7 AM -  8 AM

PAINTING 
8 AM - 11:30 AM

LUNCH
12 PM - 1 PM

PAINTING
1 PM - 4:30



Wyland Monumental 
Marine Sculptures
Acclaimed artist Wyland is planning 100 monumental marine sculptures for 100 official cities 
to be created in the next 25 years.  Wyland, the official US artist for the Green Olympics, has 
selected Beijing to receive the first, featuring a group of life-size bottlenose dolphins riding 
the crest of an ocean wave. Wyland will unveil the first of his monumental marine sculptures 
at the Beijing International Sculpture Park.  Please join us for a special unveiling ceremony of 
“Faster, Higher, Stronger” on July 22 at 12 noon.

About the 
Wyland Foundation
The Wyland Foundation, a United States based non-profit organization, is dedicated to 
promoting, protecting, and preserving the world’s oceans, waterways, and marine life. The 
foundation encourages environmental awareness through education programs, public arts 
projects, and community events.

About the 
Whaling Wall Project
Perhaps the best way to teach someone about environmental conservation is to simply 
show them what they are conserving. The Wyland Foundation’s Whaling Wall murals have 
been raising environmental awareness about our undersea world for twenty-seven years. 
These life-size depictions of migrating gray whales, breaching humpbacks, blue whales, and 
other marine life are viewed by an estimated 1 billion people each year, and have become 
treasured landmarks in cities from Chicago to Nice to Auckland.

All of the Wyland Foundation’s Whaling Wall murals are painted in life-size dimensions to 
help people understand and appreciate the true scale of these magnificent creatures. The 
Foundation’s mural projects can be found in more than 75 cities throughout the world. 
‘’Hands Across the Oceans’’ marks the 100th mural and the culmination Wyland’s 
Whaling Wall project.



Jennifer Martin
Marketing/Communications
Tel:+1-949-643-7070
jennifer.martin@wylanddesign.com

Kathy Gordon
Programs Manager
Tel:+1-949-643-7070
kathy.gordon@wylanddesign.com     

For more information please contact:
Steve Creech
Vice President, 
Marketing/Communications
Tel:+1-949-643-7070
stevec@wylanddesign.com

Ben Chen
International Projects
Tel:+1-626-280-0811
Cell:+1-626-731-9588
benchen0811@yahoo.com

This project would not be possible without the support of the following: The China 
Center of International Cultural Exchange, the United Nations Environment Program, 
the United States Sports Academy, Sea World Adventure Parks, Fredrix Artist 
Canvas, Martin / F. Weber, Professor Xikun Yuan, the Jin Tai Museum, Dr. Sylvia 
Earle, Scripps Institution of Oceanography (UCSD), Birch Aquarium at Scripps, 
PADI, Project AWARE, Mark Victor Hansen Foundation, Surfrider Foundation, 
Rotary International, and the Wyland Foundation.

www.wylandfoundation.org   www.wylandcleanwaterchallenge.org


